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JULY 2010
   Good News

     FOCUS

AMHERST COMMUNITY CHURCH

77 Washington Highway

Snyder, New York  14226-4396

http://www.AmherstCommunityChurch.org

For the month of July & August

Sharon Klepfer will be delivering flowers for July 
Al Haven for the month of August.

Membership person for the month of July is Shelley Coppola  August is Joan Wright.

Serving Communion on July 4 is the Inreach Board 
Aug. 1 are members of the Building Board.

.

For the month of June,

flowers on the altar were given by:

June 6 – Tom and Sharon Klepfer in honor of birthdays.

June 13 – Jean Haller in honor of church friends.

June 20 –  In memory of Ruben Kelly and Roger Huffman.

June 27 – Karen, Mark and Carrie Wozniak in memory of Alex.

Please call the church office …… (834-9700)

……When a church member or a member of the family is 

        
admitted to the hospital.

……When your committee or group plans to have a     

        
meeting.

……When either your home or business phone number 

        
changes.

……When you are planning to move.

……When a new baby arrives in your family.

……When a member of your family leaves home for 

        
college or establishes a new residence.

……When a loved one has passed away.

……When you feel the church can assist you in any way.

As the world turns
It’s the Circle of Life and it moves us all

through despair and hope, through faith and love,

till we find our place on the path unwinding

in the Circle, the Circle of Life ...


That’s from the Disney movie The Lion King. It’s Elton John and Tim Rice’s moving acknowledgment of the cyclical nature of all life – lions, humans, everybody. 


In our end-of-the-church-year Bible study we spent some time looking at Colossians 1:9-10, a dense passage in which the apostle Paul prays for the church he has founded at Colossae. Paul’s prayer forms a kind of circle as well: He asks God to fill the[image: image9.png]



members of this church with “knowledge of God’s will,” so that they will become spiritually wise, so that they “may lead lives worthy of the Lord” and thus “bear fruit in every good work” and finally – again! – “grow in the knowledge of God.” 

The circle doesn’t end – that’s why wedding rings are circles, to signify the eternal nature of love. (Plus it keeps them on your finger better!) And as we enter the summer season, for many a time of rest and renewal, it’s good to keep in mind that what goes around will indeed come around again. Behind the blue skies of a Western New York summer lie the storm clouds of winter; under the snow of February, the seeds wait to spring forth. 

So it is, too, with the rhythms and the great circle of the ►

(Continued from Page 1)

church year. In Christian tradition, the year begins with Advent, the time of waiting for Christ’s birth, and continues through Christmas and then on into the seasons of Lent, Easter and Pentecost. In between – 33 weeks in all – the season is counted as “ordinary time” – that’s when you’ll see green paraments on the pulpit and lectern in our sanctuary. This yearly structure is a way of reinforcing the story of Jesus, from the miracle of his birth to the dramatic events of his death and Resurrection, and then to the coming of the Holy Spirit just as Jesus promised his disciples. 

Summer, of course, is no ordinary time around here. I’m always struck by the fact that Native Americans traditionally measured their lives not in years but in summers. Sometimes it seems like a Western New York summer is our reward for enduring the rest of the year! 

As we enter this beautiful season, my prayer for all of us is that we will be alert to signs of God’s presence in the created order, and that we’ll feel the tug that God continually places on our hearts – a tug that draws us closer to the divine, and closer to the beloved community that we call church.

Grace and peace,
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Our worship services

for July and August


July 4: “Who is my neighbor?” A lawyer asks Jesus that question after Jesus tells him to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” And Jesus responds, as he did so often, with a story: the beloved parable of the Good Samaritan, in Luke 10:25-37. On this Independence Day, it’s a story that has something to say about how we as Americans should relate to the rest of the world, because Jesus is challenging national stereotypes held by both the Jewish and the Samaritan peoples. We’ll do some national soul-searching in a message titled “Beyond Borders.” Holy Communion will be served.


July 11: During July we’ll leave behind the lectionary readings and explore one of the most beautiful and stirring books of the Bible: Paul’s letter to the Philippians. We’ll begin with Philippians 2:1-13, in which the apostle encourages his readers to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Is that even possible? We’ll explore that question in a sermon called “Coming Up Empty.” 


July 18: “Think on these things,” Paul writes – things that are true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable. Is the apostle counseling us to blind ourselves to all the pain in the world? No – he’s showing us that a focus on God’s activity in the midst of all that pain is transformational for us and for the world. We’ll read Philippians 4:1-9 today and explore it with a message called “Set Your Mind Straight.”


July 25: In addition to promoting harmony in the church he has established at Philippi, Paul’s concern is that the gospel be preached far and wide. In Philippians 1:12-18a, he takes stock of the differing motivations for sharing the Good News. “What does it matter?” he asks rhetorically. We’ll try to answer his question as we share a message titled “Motive and Opportunity.”


Aug. 1: Pastor Scott is away this Sunday. We’ll welcome to our pulpit the Rev. Jan Mahle, who serves as associate campus minister at D’Youville College and has extensive experience as an interim minister. Jan’s message, “Sometimes You Got to Get Out of the Boat,” is based on Matthew 14:22-33, the familiar story of Jesus’ walk on the water. Holy Communion will also be served.


Aug. 8: Rev. Jan Mahle will return to our pulpit today with the stirring Old Testament of Gideon. Her message, based on Judges 6:33-40, is titled “Gideon:  Needing Proof.”


Aug. 15: The prophet Isaiah’s “Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard” – Isaiah 5:1-7 – forms the backdrop for today’s worship service. The prophet laments that unfaithful Israel has become like a lovingly tended vineyard that yielded only wild grapes – and foresees God’s judgment because of it. Sometimes that’s true in our lives as well – the best-laid plans, the lovingly nurtured children, can cross over into chaos and ruin. Where is God when that happens? We’ll seek answers in a message titled “Surviving a Rotten Harvest.”


Aug. 22: Eighteen years. That’s how long the woman had been, in the words of Luke 13:10-17, “bent over and ... quite unable to stand up straight.” And even though he risked criticism for working on the Sabbath, Jesus puts his hands on her, loved her and healed her. The constraints put on us by our upbringing and the expectations of “polite society” can be crippling in their own way. In today’s message, titled “Straight to the Heart,” we’ll think about how we too can be unburdened of the strictures that bow us down and hold us back from a life of true faith.


Aug. 29: When was the last time you set a place at the table for an angel? “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,” says the writer of Hebrews, “for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” Today, as we study Hebrews 13:1-8, we’ll examine that fascinating promise and think about how it might really be that angels appear to us in ways we might least expect. Our sermon is called “Entertaining Angels.”
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Web site
of the month


It seems like an unavoidable hassle of modern life: You call a big company to resolve a problem, and you’re routed into a frustrating maze and end up talking to a computer voice for 20 minutes. A Web site called Fonolo.com promises to beat the companies at their own game. Through the site, you can specify the company you need to call, then leave your own phone number. When a company representative is available to talk to you, your phone rings and you’re connected – no waiting on hold and listening to that tinny hold music. 

From the 

Council president

Summer is finally here and I am ready for the hazy, lazy days of summer! Oh, I do have a checklist of goals that I would like to accomplish this summer, but one of my goals is to kick back, relax and enjoy the good weather and sunshine with friends and family! I have two months off from nagging a certain someone to do her homework. (I think I need summer vacation more than she does).

Things at church are slowing down a bit, too. The Council is on hiatus until the end of August, as is our Chancel Choir until Welcome Back Sunday on Sept. 12. There are fewer children attending our Child Care Center at this time of year and attendance at our Sunday worship service is lower at this time also. It is that time of year when we can take a breather and refresh ourselves with family trips, picnics, summer cottages, gardening, golfing and all the outdoor things we can’t do during the school year.

As I am thinking about all the fun plans I have for this summer, I have been looking back at all the things that we have accomplished at church since last summer. I am grateful for the continued success of the “Blinds Up” campaign as I notice more of the windows that have been replaced. It’s amazing how the building can look so much better with new windows, not to mention the energy savings we receive from more efficient windows.  

Even in this tough economy, our church has been able to remain financially healthy. Thanks to John and Norma Stading and the Stewardship Committee for our successful stewardship campaign, our very competent treasurer, Bill Elliott, and our Finance and Endowment committees.  
Scott prepares inspirational worship services for us each Sunday. Diane leads and prepares our wonderful choir.  The Inreach Board has spruced up the narthex with new chairs and refinished tables. We have wrestled with keeping our Disciples affiliation. We have members knitting for peace. We hosted the CROP Walk and sponsored members to walk. A group went on a mission trip to Biloxi, Miss., to help that community rebuild. We collected 320 pairs of shoes for the citizens of Haiti. The choir and Opera-Lytes performed at our Comfort & Joy and Valentine’s Day concerts to raise money for the church. Sunday school classes met every Sunday. People gathered for SNAC and Second Sunday Lunches. People met for Bible studies. The Men’s Breakfast Group meets once a month.  The gift shop is always well-stocked. The Child Care Center is doing well under the direction of Andrea O’Hern, our new director. Whew, a lot of good fellowship and ministry takes place at our church – and I’m sure I’m missing a few things!
Yup, after looking back at all that goes on and what we have accomplished at church this past year, we really do deserve some time relaxing and soaking up the sun. Enjoy your summer, and please remember that we always have wonderful worship service on Sunday!  

Stacy Nichols


          

Christian education

From Aug. 9 to 13, our church will be turned into Hero Headquarters! Our Vacation Bible School will help kids join forces with God!  We have a great program lined up and some fabulous folks who are willing to step up and lead the way! Let’s support them by making their jobs a little bit easier. Following is a list of supplies they will need to make it an AWESOME Vacation Bible School! If you can bring in any of the items listed below, please do so by July 15. If you would like the items returned to you, please label them with your name. Thank you so much! Cash donations are also gratefully accepted.  
3 toy dogs
3 collars and leashes
wall mirror
smaller mirror (maybe 2 feet square)
2 strings of clear Christmas lights
white balloons
3-4 swim noodles (will be destroyed)

200 paper plates
loud whistle
2-3 green tarpaulins
4 hula hoops
black crepe paper (streamers to represent prison bars)
small cot
white or red dot stickers, and wet wipes
2-liter bottles and caps
Sandwich-size zip-lock baggies

Spools of non-Christmas ribbon
Kids stickers (about 1 inch in size)
Wood spring clothespins
Tiny google eyes
Multicolored card stock
Small wooden spoons
Water bottles with lids (small and regular size)
Corks
Pink felt
Pink pipe cleaners
Dry rice
Dry beans (different colors)
Metal rimmed tags (about the size of a quarter)
Elastic jewelry string
Round wood beads (about ¼ inch or ½ inch)
Pony beads
Permanent markers, multi colors
160 fun foam sheets – multi colors
Polar fleece scraps
Tiny, regular and jumbo crafts sticks (several packages)
Cinnamon sticks
Floral wire
Cape
Small lightweight balls
Playground balls
Party noisemakers
Clothesline
Mask
Birdseed
Spray bottles
Plastic cups and spoons
Pool toys
Empty clean soda cans
Super soaker water guns
Paper lunch bags
Garage sale
a success

The Ways & Means Committee’s Giant Garage Sale on June 19 was a huge success, and we could not have done it without the help of the many volunteers who gave their time to this event. I would like to thank Keith Adams, Rich Adams, Shelley Coppola, Deb Cullen, Julia Faller, Jean Haller, Al Haven, Brenda Hutson, Sharon Klepfer, Olga Lockwood, Jane Meese, Stacey and Tim Nichols, Heather Okoro, Joanne and Guy Puccio, Lynn Rivers, Jane Sorensen, Marcy Tatko, Pat Vershay, Judith Walker, Marion Wilcox and Chris Wolf. If I have left anyone out, I deeply apologize. I would also like to thank all of those who donated baked goods and household goods to make this such a success. We raised over $800. Again, a big thanks to all!

Gwen Thomas

Do you

 remember?
A few months ago at the request of our Church Council, we had an “after church” congregational meeting in the Community Room to talk about ACC’s relationship with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). We went through a brief history of our relationship with this denomination, which we voted to join 24 years ago. We found there is little we have in common (times of Communion – every Sunday or once a month; baptism of teenage children as opposed to infant baptism; the fact that the union of the two denominations on a national level failed to occur as was anticipated within five years; the unwillingness of the denomination’s Northeastern Region to recognize gay and lesbian persons as clergy; and concerns about the financial problems in the Region.
Rev. Charles Lamb, retired Disciples regional minister and friend of ACC, was there and spoke with those gathered (about 30 people). The Council had planned another meeting for this late spring with the new Disciples regional minister, Rev. Mary Anne Glover. She has been unavailable because of illness and has had no one who could cover for her. This fall we hope to have that second meeting and have a representative from the Disciples here to discuss this further.  
     When we get a date, we will let you know.  
     We hope to be able to take a congregational vote this fall or early spring – perhaps at a special called meeting – for all of us to vote on whether or nor to retain our congregation’s current relationship with the Disciples. 

     There will be a few papers on the chest in the Community Room that speak to the history in further detail for your perusal – or ask members of the Council.



Notes from 
the Inreach Board

I hope that all of you are enjoying your summer! I know that it is hard to think about going back to school or coming back to church, but before we know it, it will be that time! I want to remind everyone that the Welcome Back Picnic, our official kickoff to the upcoming year, will be on Sunday, Sept. 12. The picnic is a gift to all of you from the Inreach Board, and as usual we will have hot dogs, corn on the cob, salad, chips and, of course, dessert. The Chancel Choir will be back and the new session of Sunday school also starts. Please mark your calendars so that you will be here to celebrate with us.

July and August birthdays will be celebrated on Sunday, Aug. 1. There will be no Birthday Sunday in July. 




Blinds Up! 
campaign


In June you received a letter from the campaign with a pledge card. Thank you to those of you who have responded. We need everyone who hasn’t yet responded to do so now.


This three-year project to replace the church’s many windows is continuing. We would like to have as much work as possible done at the current prices, and that won’t happen without everyone’s support.


If you didn’t receive the letter or have lost your pledge card, please call the church office at 834-9700.
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Amherst

Community Church Child Care Center

We have finished off our 2009-10 school year. We wish all the children and staff at ACCCCC a health and safe summer.


Numbers are slightly lower, and the teachers and children are ready for some summer fun. The children will spend more time outside and have lots of water play.


Music with Mar will continue through the summer. The Pre-School Twos, Threes, Fours and Creative Play will look forward to fun and exciting songs. Miss Katie always has a perfect song for the children to learn.


We do have a handful of openings in various classrooms for the upcoming school year. If you or someone you know is in need of or interested in child care, please share about our child care program. We welcome tours or phone calls any time! Please visit our Web site at www.accccc.org.

Have a wonderful summer!

Andrea O’Hern

Program Director
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July birthdays

2
Neil Faller



Connie Kitchen

3
Marilyn Bush


Henriette Jockin


Dorothy Kratz

5    Jenna Romano


Joan Wright

6
Marjorie Brown


Adeline Vanderpool

7    Scott Vershay

8
Blythe Kaczmarczyk


Jesse Rieman

9
Camila Eskew


Thomas Ohki

15
Warren Thomas

16   Robin Pack


17   David Grabowski


 Samantha Daniels

       Shirley Conner

19
 Jack Kloberdanz

20   Sara Leiser

   
 Diana Parkes

21   Erica O'Brien

23   Bill Elliott


 Charles Fotheringham

        Lois Weaver

        Ashley Franczyk

24    Heather Okoro

28    Jennifer Hettler

        Michael Hettler

        Judith Kratz

        Gregory Pigeon

        Charles Ritter Jr.

31    Henry Kaczmarczyk

        Liane Pfetsch




August birthdays

1
Benjamin DiPasquale


Laura Kaplan


Elise Ohki

2
Brian Maltbie

4
Thomas Klepfer

5
Olga Lockwood

6
Brad Bardo


James Irish-Ryan

7
Jean Haller

9
Pat Vershay

10
Daniel Conley

12
Wendy Falzone


John Priore

14
Tim Nichols


Steven Desmerast

15
Gretchen Neureuter


Michael Schiller

16
James Kaczor

17
Pamela O'Brien

19
John Zeder

20
Jane Hartford

21
Robert Hoad


Dorothy Parenti

24   Isaiah Okoro

25 
David Bandish

26
Michael Ferguson

27
Hilda Neureuter

29
Tracy Doldan

31
Larry Wright

Just for laughs ...


Some actual letters from children to their pastor:

Dear Pastor,

Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all week. I am Peter Peterson. Sincerely, Pete. Age 9, Phoenix

Dear Pastor, 

My mother is very religious. She goes to play bingo at church every week even if she has a cold. Yours truly, Annette. Age 9, Albany 

Dear Pastor, 
     Who does God pray to? Is there a God for God? Sincerely, Christopher. Age 9, Titusville
Dear Pastor, 
     Are there any devils on earth? I think there may be one in my class. Carla. Age 10, Salina

Dear Pastor, 
     How does God know the good people from the bad people? Do you tell him or does he read about it in the newspapers? Sincerely, Marie. Age 9, Lewiston
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What goes around �will come around.








_1279532153.bin

